Related literature
and Nakamura et al. (1999) discuss the use of Schiff bases in the reduction of thionyl chloride, while Maruyama et al. (1995) and Burrows et al. (1996) describe their use in degradation processes. Hodnett & Mooney (1970) , Rajavel et al. (2008) and Yu et al. (2007) discuss antineoplastic, antibacterial and antifungal activities, respectively. Hartley et al. (2002) , Torregrosa et al. (2005) and Naeimi et al. (2008) describe different synthetic routes towards Schiff bases. Landy (1989) describes their role in biological redox systems. Yoon et al. (1990) and Park et al. (1998) discuss properties of Schiff base complexes such as alkene epoxidation and oxygen absorption by cobalt(II) complexes. Flack (1983) discusses the Rogers's parameter for the characterization of enantiomorphic-polar compounds.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Park et al., 1998) and their use in catalysis. They are part of redox systems in biological systems (Landy, 1989) , they are used in the degradation of dyes through decomposition of hydrogen peroxide and other reagents in the textile industry (Maruyama et al., 1995) as well as in the reduction of thionyl chloride (Choi et al., 2000; Nakamura et al., 1999) . These compounds can also be used in the degradation of organic compounds (Burrows et al., 1996) and in radiopharmaceuticals (Yoon et al., 1990) . Schiff bases also exhibit antineoplastic (Hodnett et al., 1970) antibacterial (Rajavel et al., 2008) and antifungal (Yu et al. 2007) activities. The compound whose crystal structure is reported was synthesized for comparative studies of the biological applications of Schiff bases with and without a ferrocene moiety. The synthesis of the present compound was reported earlier by Torregrosa (Torregrosa et al., 2005) , Hartley (Hartley et al., 2002) and Naeimi (Naeimi et al., 2008) . We have utilized a different modified method for the synthesis of this compound as described below.
Geometric parameters of the title compound ( The crystal packing (Fig. 2) is stabilized by some short C-H···O contacts (see Table 1 ) and π-π stacking interactions (cog phenyl ···cog nitrophenyl i = 3.807Å, cog phenyl ···cog nitrophenyl ii = 3.808Å; symmetry operators: (i) -1/2+x, 3/2-y, 1-z; (ii) 1/2+x, 3/2-y, 1-z).
In a 250 ml pre-backed two neck flask supplied with a magnetic stirrer, 4 ml (43 mmol) of freshly distilled aniline was mixed with 4.97 g (43 mmol) of 3-nitrobenzaldehyde in dry toluene as the solvent. The reaction mnixture was heated to reflux using a Dean and Stark apparatus for azeotropic removal of water formed during the reaction. Reaction progress was monitored using TLC and the solid obtained after rotary evaporation was recrystallized from a mixture of ethyl acetate and n-hexane. Yield: 80%, melting point: 337-338K.
Refinement
All H atoms could be located by difference Fourier synthesis. Nevertheless, they were refined with fixed individual isotropic displacement parameters [U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C)] using a riding model with C-H = 0.95 Å.
In the absence of anomalous scatterers, the Flack (1983) parameter is meaningless and therefore Friedel pairs were merged prior to refinement.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Perspective view of the title compound with the numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50 % probability level. H atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radii. 
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